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readily be broken down. If the country is to rise, those barriers
have necessarily to be done away with. Hence reformers like
Shri Manilal Chhatrapati need fear nothing. These feasts reduce
civilized persons to the level of aborigines, they are a crushing
burden for the poor and are a blot on our country. The fact
that even those who are well off long for these feasts is some-
thing certainly unbecoming. Hence, with more reformers like
Manilal Chhatrapati, these customs will gradually decline. A
portion of the money that is saved on such feasts should be used
by reformers for public service and in the wholesome service of
those who wish to remain within the bounds of the caste.
Wherever the mahajan acts out of ignorance, it forfeits its high sta-
tus and no longer deserves respect. Hence those who give dona-
tions must be careful to see that the amount given for reforms
within the caste is properly utilized.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 23-9-1928

346.   LETTER TO NANABHAI I. MASHRUWALA
ASHRAM, SABARMATT,
September 23, 1928
BHAISHRI NANABHAI,
I have your letter. I cannot decide which day is my birth-
day. Formerly there was only one day, now there are many
days. According to the Tilak calendar, the birthday falls on a
particular date. I did not know about this at all. According to
the Christian calendar, it falls on another date. According to the
Sanatana, the Saur and the Sayan calendars, it falls on still other
dates. And yet more methods of reckoning may be discovered in
future. If everyone would celebrate the day by spinning, as you
do, I would not grumble even if every day was my birthday. Bom-
bay does not seem to agree with Kishorelal Manilal and Sushila
seem to be completely absorbed in each other in Phoenix.
Blessings from
BAPU
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